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Dedicated to the life and work
of John E. Zero her

O Thou who has been our fathers' God.
Be our present help and future hope.
Grant to us wisdom to discern Thy will,
Faith and courage to do it.
Alert us to the certain peril which lies in wait when all men
speak well of us
And faith costs but little.
Sustain us in that day when we are despised for Thy
name's sake
And the cost of faith is even life itself.
If in Thy providence generation shall follow generation
And time records another hundred years or more.
Grant that we may ever be worthy of that name by which
we have long been k n o w n —
That we truly may be faithful Brethren in Christ,
(continued, page two)
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And in that sure and certain day when history's curtain is
raised and eternity breaks upon us, may we bring into Thy
presence our children and their children;
Our neighbors and our friends and those from every
tribe and nation;
And together join that innumerable choir of the redeemed
singing
(Unison)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing
forever — Amen and Amen.

Excerpt from the responsive reading written by John E. Zercher for the 200th
Anniversary Celebration at General Conference, Sunday, July 2, 1978.
Cover photos: (From left to right across bottom) John Zercher learning song "His Banner Over
Me Is Love," from children at General Conference, 1976; John Zercher addressing session of
200th Anniversary General Conference, 1978; John Zercher washing the feet of Aaron Ncube at
the 75th Anniversary Celebration of the founding of Matopo Mission, Rhodesia in 1973 (photo
compliments of Brethren in Christ Missions).

From the Editor
Twice in the history of the Evangelical Visitor the editor
has passed away while actively engaged as editor.
Since 1887 there have been nine churchmen who have
served in the role of editor. V. L. Stump, following a period
of illness, went to be with the Lord January 16, 1943 at 6:10
a.m., having served as editor for nineteen years.
John E. Zercher became editor of the Evangelical Visitor in the summer of 1967. For twelve years he very ably
filled the role of editor. Suddenly, while preparing for a
seminar held at the Nappanee Church, August 24, 1979,
John succumbed to a massive heart attack and went to
meet his Lord at 9:15 a.m.
This October 25 issue is dedicated as a memorial number
to John's memory and the service he rendered as editor,
minister and churchman. Seldom has death caused a
vacancy in so many active areas of church life.
Memorials within and without the Brotherhood have
been received and significantly made a part of this memorial issue. Note the Gleanings section that represent words
of comfort and appreciation taken from correspondence
directed to Alice Grace and the family.
A condensation of Arthur Climenhaga's meditation
emphasizing grace and a spirit of triumph in the midst of
sorrow, we trust, will convey something of the spirit of
resurrection and hope that permeated the memorial service.
The back of the Editorial Page, page 16, is a reprint of an
editorial that John wrote after attending the 75 year celebration in Africa in 1973.
This note from the interim editor is 'once in a life time'
type of writing.
J.N.H.
2

Volume XCI1

From the Editor
2
Memorial Service
3&4
Opening
Jay McDermond
Meditation
Arthur Climenhaga
Tributes
5
Profiles of John Zercher
8
Gleanings
10
from correspondence
Obituary
12
Lantern
to Daybreak
12
MaryLight
Ebersole
John Zercher and Missions
13
J. Wilmer Heisey
From Rhodesia—Good Words 14
Suddenly!
15
John N. Hostetter
Black Horse on the Way
16
John E. Zercher
Evangelical

Visitor

(USPS 180-300)

Number 20

Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church,
published semi-monthly by Evangel Press, 301 N.
Elm Street, Nappanee, Indiana 46550.
Interim Editor: John N. Hostetter
Interim Office Editor: Mary W. Ebersole
Editorial Council:
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E.
Morris Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler
Page Editors:
Missions: Alice Dourte
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey
Christian Education Ministries: John Arthur
Brubaker
Brethren in Christ Publication Board:
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler,
Louis O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert,
James W. Esh
Mailing
Information:
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should
be addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166,
Nappanee, Indiana 46550
Subscriptions and change of address should be
sent to Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street,
Nappanee, Indiana 46550. Include both old and
new addresses with requests for change of address.
Renewals: 1 year, $5.50; 2 years, $10.50; 3 years,
$15.50; and 5 years, $25.00. New and gift subscriptions, $4.50 a year.
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, Indiana
46550.
Printed in U.S.A.

Evangelical Visitor

The Christian funeral
celebrates the last step
of faithfulness...

Opening — Memorial
Service for John
Zercher

Pastor Jay McDermond
I am the resurrection and the life; he
who believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and whoever lives and
believes in me shall never die.
Prayer: Father we assemble together
to give thanks to you from whom
comes life and death and who surrounds us in both. We affirm our faith
in you and rejoice in Christ's victory
over death, which is his promise to us.
In all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
Amen.
Introduction: The Christian Church
is a celebrating and worshipping community. We have and participate in a
wide variety of forms of worship and
praise. At regularly appointed times of

Meditation—Memorial
Service
Arthur Climenhaga
I share with all the sentiments of the
October 25, 1979

the week we gather together to praise,
honor and give thanks to God our
Father. Occasionally our weekly worship will involve the activity of dedicating a child to the Lord's service or, as
yesterday, the baptism of young
believers.
We joyously celebrate on special
days such as Christmas, Easter, weddings, communion, feetwashing and
love feasts. The Christian Church is a
celebrating church. Joy, praise, thanksgiving and hope are dominant themes
in the Christian faith.
But where does the funeral service
fit into all this? One element that is so
evident at a funeral is sadness, tears
and mourning. Our Lord, himself,
wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus.
Sadness isn't to be restricted from our
gathering today! But, is bereavement
the only element present at a funeral
service? It depends upon who you are!
If you have never taken the name of
Christ as your own, if the deceased has
never been called by that name, then,
yes, tears are all you have.
But, if the deceased has taken the
name of Christ, placed his or her faith
in Christ and we have taken the name
of Christ as our own name, there is
much more here than tears and sadness. The meeting today is not just a
funeral . . . it is a Christian funeral.
And Christian funerals, like all Christian celebrations, are services involving joy, praise, hope and thanksgiving.

tributes which have been given, both
from a personal and a connectional
level. They have been so well said. It
seems to me though, that the family's
task that they wish me to perform is to
see what the word of God would say to
us in this hour and for that reason I

A Christian funeral is the greatest of
all worship services. I shared with the
baptismal candidates yesterday that
their baptism was the first step in their
Christian walk and death is the final
step in a Christian's sojourn.
The Christian funeral celebrates the
last step of faithfulness because the
believer has entered into a new and
more intimate relationship with God
through death. We can only rejoice for
the dead because it is his or her good
fortune to have entered into a deeper
relationship with our Lord. We can
praise God that he has seen fit to allow
Brother John to enter into the kingdom fully.
We have come out together this day
to reflect, pray, cry, but most of all to
rejoice.
—Rejoice that God showed his loving kindness to John in his life
and in his death.
—Rejoice in the assurance that we
have in Christ, an assurance of
eternal love.
—Rejoice that Christ has conquered
death and offered us new life in him.
— Rejoice that there is hope and
promise of a resurrection day.
This is a service of Christian Joy!
Rev. McDermond is pastor of the Nappanee
Brethren in Christ Church.

turn to a passage, a few verses from the
first chapter of Paul's letter to the Philippian Church.
"Yes, and I will continue to rejoice for I know that through
to page four

3

Meditation
from page three

your prayers and the help given
by the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
what has happened to me will
turn out for my deliverence. I
eagerly expect and hope that I
will in no way be ashamed, but
will have sufficient courage so
that now as always Christ will be
exalted in my body, this will
mean fruitful labor for me. Yet
what shall I choose? I do not
know! 1 am torn between the
two: I desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is better
far. . . . whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy
of the gospel of Christ. Then,
whether I come and see you or
only hear about you in my absence,
I will know that you stand firm
in one spirit, contending as one
man for the faith of the gospel."
Philippians 1:18-27 NIV.
The Apostle Paul, in the midst of
very trying circumstances enunciated
one of the greatest statements of purpose in life: "For to me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain."
As I look at what the Apostle Paul
said, there are several things that stand
out in the meaning of that purpose. In
the first place, it's a paradoxical purpose. In the second place, it's a transforming purpose. In the third place,
it's a rewarding purpose. From a worldly
standpoint, from the standpoint of our
human nature and life, to reflect on life
and death as going together doesn't
seem to make sense. And from that
standpoint, undoubtedly one feels the
paradox that is in it.
I remember in a personal way some
years ago when I was facing a rather
serious operation that I shared that
verse with some friends in the setting
where I was then. Their first reactions
was one of shock that I should even
state that I would even look forward to
the fact of possible death. And I said,
Hear it! For Paul says it so well: For to
me to live. Wonderful! That's Christ!
But for me to die? Wonderful! That is
gain. And that is gain only because I
am prepared to live in Christ and
because I am so prepared to live in
Christ, when I come to the end of the
time that there is for me, what gain for
me personally.
A paradox purpose. But a purpose,
paradoxical only because one does not
sense that he sees only the remaining
4

paradox, the transforming sense of
what is said there. Undoubtedly, there
was a time in the Apostle Paul's life
when he had his own ambitions and
plans. One sees it in the scripture. He
may have had amibtion to become one
of the learned men of the day. There is
some evidence of that in the scripture.
He may have had other ambitions.
One can only speculate and guess but
undoubtedly if he were human, as he
was, as all of us are, he aspired.
But because at a certain point in his
life he had been met by the life of Jesus
Christ—had been crossed by the path
of Jesus Christ, his motive, his purpose, his ambition had been crossed by
the motives of Christ, the purpose of
Christ, the ambition if you please, of
Christ for him. Because of that trans-

be in the service of the brotherhood of
which he was a part; to have faith that
there is a spirit of reward that comes
out of living such a life. We've heard
much of it in the tributes.
It seems to me I could best embody
John's life in the fashion of an old
proverbial statement that comes out of
my past in Zimbabwe Rhodesia. Back
in the days when as a young lad, I
remember an African man coming
along to commiserate with an older
missionary about the departure of a
missionaty statesman who had gone
without any immediate family. And
because the old African man couldn't
quite understand how anybody could
rejoice in the death of such a man, he
said, "Oh, he died without a shadow."
And the missionary looked back at

When the paradoxes of life are
turned to the purposes of Christ,
there is a sense of high reward.
formation the paradox of a question
mark had been changed into a tremendous exclamation point to be found
in the life of Apostle Paul. And one
hears him say in that spirit that where
the paradoxes of life are transformed
to the purposes of Christ, there is then,
indeed and in truth, the sense of the
high reward that goes along with it.
I would be remiss, would I not, nor
am I stretching the pattern of the scriptural story to say that in such a real
way, one senses a strong parallel to the
life of our brother, John Zercher.
There are things that one can speak
about concerning the past of his life,
they are not necessary to remember
except for this fact—he could have
aspired to the presidency of a university, who knows. He could have aspired
to business success, who knows. He
could have aspired to the higher areas
of so-called academic learning and
achieved them. He could have aspired
to what men measure as the success of
accolades of learning.
Instead, his life was transformed
and because he met in his own personal way the Lord Jesus Christ, one
can sense by the acts of his life a settled
purpose. That purpose was to live for
Jesus Christ above everything else; to

him and said, "You don't understand.
He died with a long, long shadow."
And very frankly, the other morning
when the telephone call came that
Brother John Zercher had gone to
meet his Lord, in the midst of all of the
feelings that all of us had in one way or
another, suddenly, there leaped up in
my mind the fact, he died with a long,
long shadow. In the providence of our
Lord if he delays his coming, we anticipate in the days ahead that again and
again we shall continue to see the
shadow of this brother.
I didn't quite follow the outline, did
I? I turned it around a little because I
had a feeling that one could say that
the paradox is not a paradox of sorrow. But it's a paradox of rejoicing
that for this span of time you, Alice
Grace, and you, brothers and sisters in
the life of the church and colleagues,
and I with you, have been blessed that
God gave us the ministry of a man such
as this. By it, too, we are challenged so
that in our lives and in our shadows we
too will be able to say: "For me to live
is Christ and to die is gain."
About the Author: Arthur Climenhaga is presently serving as General Conference Secretary of
the Brethren in Christ Church.
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"I thank God every time I remember you. In all my
prayers for you, I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now,
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus
Christ." Even though the Apostle Paul is here addressing
the Philippians, these words also speak to us of the joy of
remembering our partnership in the gospel with John.
He was a beloved brother, who, as a young man and
throughout his life brought to the church a trained and
keen mind that has been a blessing to so many. He was
known and loved by layman and leader. Sharing of insight,
research, and leadership was a way of life for John. This
brother served the Lord so well in many capacities with
tremendously versatile gifts and with uncommon breadth
of mind and heart. At the recent (July 1979) Seminarians'
Retreat at Messiah College he was referred to as "Mr.
Brethren in Christ." Characteristically, he declined the
accolade. Elevation to high office in the church was not a
goal for him.
As editor of the Evangelical Visitor, he, perhaps more
than any other person in the brotherhood, molded the
thinking of the church. He carried a keen interest, concern
and responsibility for the development of pastoral leadership. He served as Chairman of the Ministerial Training
Committee, Chairman of the Board for Schools and Colleges, Secretary of the Jacob Engle Foundation and Secretary of the Messiah College Board of Trustees. He was a
pastor and for many years the General Church Treasurer.
In this capacity he worked closely with the Board of
Administration. General church boards, committees, commissions and task forces welcomed his counsel and participation. The document on Restructure, Funding, and
Budget, currently circulating in the denomination, reflects
many of John's concerns and vision. It has been a long time
since the Brethren in Christ Church has so suddenly and
unexpectedly lost from its ranks a brother with such a
central position of leadership and responsibility.
To you, Alice Grace and the family, we love you and
wish j/ou to know that we stand behind you with our
prayers. Even though there will be difficulties ahead, we
know the Lord will be your comfort and strength.
The Lord in his divine wisdom has seen fit to remove
John from our midst, but we are reminded that it is the
Lord Jesus who has begun the good work in us, and it is he,
and not man, who will perform it until the day of his
appearing.
Alvin J. Book
Chairman

Central Conference Bishop

In John Zercher's passing from this earthly scene, Central Conference has lost a deeply committed churchman

to the life and work
of John E. Zercher A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

and Christian statesman. And I have lost a friend, and a
valued advisor and confidant. His contributions were on
many levels of church and civic life. On the Regional
Conference level he was on the Central Conference Board
of Directors. His insights were clear, his advice concise, his
vision and analyses correct, and his help in planning the
continuing program of the conference invaluable.
We shared adjoining offices. Often I would slip over to
John's office to share a joy or a concern. He would rejoice
in the joys, help to carry my concerns, and give valued
advice and counsel when I would seek it. And I sought it
often. I will miss him greatly. We are, temporarily, the
losers in his death and translation. Certainly his is the
priceless gain.
David E. Climenhaga

Bishop John A. Byers

from Bishop's Newsletter
The passing of our brother John Zercher reminds us
once more of the uncertainty of life and the certainty of
death. In the midst of our loss comes the awareness that
"Now is the day of salvation" and it is our privilege to help
persons be ready for eternity. I have asked God to help me
to share him faithfully with others. I trust we will all buy up
the opportunities to share our faith.
Atlantic Conference

Bishop R. Donald Shafer

from Bishop's Newsletter
On Friday morning, August 24, we received the news
that our friend and brother, John Zercher, had suddenly
died, apparently from a massive heart attack. John died in
the place he loved and was doing what he enjoyed. He was
in the narthex of the Nappanee church about to share a
message on the reasons for a Brethren in Christ curriculum.
John's penetrating pen is stilled. John's familiar vital
voice for Christ and the Church will not be heard by our
human ears. But as Arthur Climenhaga said at the memorial service, "John has left a long, long shadow!" Indeed we
who remain will often note the footprints that John has left
on the pathway of the Brethren in Christ.
We thank the Lord for giving us this brother who carried
so many responsibilities to help us express our faith, teach
our people, and understand our place in the larger Body of
Christ. We pray for Alice Grace, and her family as we sense
the pain of the breaking of this human tie. May the Lord
enable us to be faithful in continuing the work of communicating the Gospel of Christ through our Brotherhood.
Pacific & Midwest Conferences
to page six
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Tributes

from page five

Bishop Harvey Sider

The unexpected passing of Rev. John Zercher has
impoverished the brotherhood of a great churchman. He
had a heart for the whole church, home and abroad, and
for its varied dimensions of ministry. As editor of the
Visitor, and articulate advocate of the genius of the
Brethren in Christ, he poignantly expressed his abiding
love for the church for which he lived and gave his life. His
pen recorded a message which will continue to be heard by
the church.
On a personal level, I found John to be a man of warmth
and integrity, with a mind grasping to hear and sense what
another had to say. During the years we worked together
on the Board for Schools and Colleges and Foundation
Series, I developed a deep appreciation for his theological
convictions which he was sure to express in a spirit of love.
Canadian Conference

Tribute to Our Co-Worker and Colleague

It is with poignancy and a sense of loss that we write this
tribute to a man whom we held in highest regard, and with
whom we worked over an extended number of years.
As a co-worker and colleague with us in the cause of
Christian publications he was ever diligent—a man of
boundless energy. The editorials he prepared were always
worthy of our reading and stimulating to our thoughts.
As a churchman he was strong in his convictions and
beliefs, but when he was representing the church, he
attempted to represent all of the brotherhood. He was
articulate and logical in presenting his point of view, but
always had respect for those with differing positions.
His devotion to the Brethren in Christ Church was a
challenge to all who knew him.
He loved his family and reflected this in the pictures
displayed in his office, in his speaking, and in his writings.
We, of the Evangel Press Staff, will miss his distinctive
footsteps but we are the better for his having walked and
worked among us.
Evangel Press
Erwin W. Thomas
General Manager

Jacob Engle Foundation

Men of God are identified by their love for Jesus Christ,
love for their families, love for the church and brethren
and, love for the community in which they live. John
Zercher met this criteria for recognition as a man of God in
a most superb manner.
Let me speak personally for a moment. Being asked to
succeed John in 1974 as U.S. Treasurer after his fifteen
years of outstanding service to the Church gave me mixed
emotions. I need not remind you how efficient John was
with each task he performed and what a threat he could
have been. Instead, he was one of the closest friends for
6

counsel and a constant source of encouragement.
One of John's many creative ideas was a dream,
enunciated in 1970, that the denomination should have a
foundation to protect the financial integrity of the denomination and its institutions. This dream was shared with
many in various places. The dream became reality for him
as he was instrumental in convincing, organizing and
managingthe Jacob Engle Foundation from 1972 to 1976.
From its inception this foundation quickly became an
important ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church—
thanks to John's effort.
Words are not adequate to identify this brother. Some
come to mind quickly; statesman, church man, family
man, businessman, community leader and above all
FRIEND. His exceptional ability to communicate love for
people through the written and spoken word will long be
remembered. It was clear that John loved the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ as he expressed that love by his dedication to the Brethren in Christ Church.
Ray M. Musser,
Executive Director

Messiah College

John E. Zercher was in the fullest sense a loyal son of
Messiah College. He unabashedly admitted his love and
admiration for his Alma Mater to many people, both in
spoken word and potent pen. He frequently went beyond
the call of duty in his rendition of valued counsel and
leadership.
John Zercher served on the Messiah College Board of
Trustees for 20 years, and as board secretary for the past
several years. He will be sorely missed in Board deliberations and activity. His knowledge of the Christian community at large, and the Messiah College community in
particular, commanded the respectful attention of his
board colleagues. Excellent insights, clarity of expression,
and deep devotion to learning characterized his leadership
and suited him well for specific roles including Chairman
of the Academic and Faculty Affairs Committee and
Secretary of the College's Philadelphia Campus Advisory
Board. A special void will be created in his absence from
these roles since he filled them from their inception as
offices.
In the passing of John Zercher, Messiah College has lost
a staunch supporter who displayed uncommon devotion.
There was no stronger advocate for the College. He set a
bright example as a churchman and brought this into
union with his concern for Christian higher education. He
worked untiringly year after year. His mark on the institution goes far beyond the farm acres he tilled as a boy—later
to become the center of campus activity. His enduring
mark is on the basic policy of Messiah College and on the
attitudes and values of countless individuals regarding the
importance of Christian living.
We, at Messiah College, are deeply saddened, shocked,
and full of heartfelt sorrow, and extend our sympathies
and prayers to the family.
D. Ray Hostetter
President

Evangelical Visitor

Mennonite Publishing House
On behalf of the Mennonite Publishing House, a sister
institution of Evangel Press, and on behalf of The Foundation Series, in which John Zercher filled such an active
role, I bring these words of tribute.
The Publisher, Ben Cutrell, the editors and other staff
persons of The Mennonite Publishing House, have asked
me to extend their sympathy to John's family. At the same
time, as Executive Director of the first phase of The Foundation Series, I want to speak on behalf of all those
involved in that curriculum project.
During the development of The Foundation Series, The
seriousness of our task has been underscored by death in
four of the cooperating groups:
—The death of a son of a Publishing Council member
from the General Conference Mennonite Church;
—The death of a son of an Editorial Council member
from the Mennonite Church;
—The death of an editor from the Church of the
Brethren;
—And now, the death of an editor from the Brethren in
Christ Church.
I would like to pay tribute to John's participation in The
Foundation Series. This is where I worked most closely
with him and learned to know him best:
—John was richly gifted in wisdom and understanding.
—John had the ability to cut to the heart of matters.
—John understood and appreciated the Anabaptist
dimension of his Brethren in Christ theological heritage.
—John thought practically and theologically.
Practically, in that he knew what was possible financially and mechanically in printing and publishing.
Practically, in that he knew his brotherhood well. He
knew what was possible, what was probable, and what
would not be accepted.
Theologically, John was well acquainted with historic
and current theological streams. But more, he was a man of
the Scriptures. He knew the Bible, and I was always
impressed with his skill in Bible interpretation.
—John vigorously supported the working together of
the small groups in the peace-oriented, believers
church tradition. And in the midst of working together
in a project like The Foundation Series John winsomely presented Brethren in Christ views that enriched
us all.
—John had the skill of bringing persons in conflict
together in ways that neither violated persons nor
compromised truth.
For those of us who have worked closely with John, his
passing refocuses again questions of the meaning of life
and of death. Our experience in The Foundation Series,
for some reason, kept confronting us constantly with our
finitude and mortality.
We were constantly aware of our inability to perceive
what would be the best decision or actions to take for

October 25, 1979

Christ and His Church. We sensed deeply the constant
need for direction by the Holy Spirit.
At the same time we were deeply aware that the Kingdom, which is already but not yet, demands total involvement while we are given life and strength.
The Foundation Series demanded immense amounts of
time and energy. Likely John was faulted, like others, for
taking on too many responsibilities, for being on too many
boards and committees, for putting the work of the Church
above other important institutions and relationships like
home and family. These dilemmas I faced, and I'm sure
John did as well.
Paul expressed this dilemma in yet another way. He said
that he was caught between serving Christ here and now
and departing to be with Christ.
To remain, Paul said, was better for this brothers and
sisters in the Church. But to depart and to be with Christ
was far better for him.
In reviewing John's great contribution to Brethren in
Christ publishing, and to the wider Church especially
through The Foundation Series, we sense deeply how
much we need him now and in the years ahead.
But John has departed, and he is now with Christ. For
him that is far better! (Phil. 1:21-24)
And in his absence we take this moment to pay tribute:
to thank God for John's life and work, to thank his wife,
Alice Grace, and his children for the way they shared him
with the Church, and to take courage
—to experience the strengthening that Jesus gives in
days of bereavement
—and to see how the Spirit will fill the gaps caused by
John's departure, through the love, the care, and the
service of fellow believers.
Paul M. Lederach

Tribute to Our Editor

John Zercher epitomized what Kiwanis is all about. Our
Editor was a devoted husband, a loving father, a man who
gave great service to his community, and a Christian man
of great character. His life spoke more powerfully for good
than most men's words. He seemed to sense that one can
not control the length of one's life but one can control its
width and depth.
As John penned the Kiwanibulleach week he wrote with
humor yet shared his perceptive insight in discussing the
family, the home, the community and the problems of the
world.
We thank God for knowing John. We shall miss him
more than words can express. We can be assured that his
influence in life will continue among us.
Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching
daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my
doors. For whosoever findeth me findeth life,
and shall obtain favour of the Lord. Proverbs
8:34-35
Nappanee Kiwanis
Jerry Lelle, President
7

PROFILES
o f J o h n Zercher

A Church Family—Nappanee Church

Training teachers

Commenting to Norm Bert, writer of
Pilgrimage of the Brethren in Christ.
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That was a hard, heavy Sunday. It
was my baby's first Sunday at church
and the Zercher's first Sunday without
their little Darrel who had been killed
by an automobile and just buried. As
always, our family sat on the first
bench. The bench behind us was always
filled with Zerchers. Service began and
I glanced down the row at Paul, my
husband, who was rapidly failing,
thought of Zerchers in their sorrow
and death felt closer than life. To sing
would be impossible. The congregation sat somber with a collective lump
in the throat and the first song was
announced. Behind me John Zercher
sang out heartily, lustily, not beautifully, but with power and joy beyond
comprehension.
There was no way we could let John
sing out alone so we all joined in. That
morning in Locke (the old church) I
heard the most triumphant singing of

"His banner over me is love."

my life. It will always be with me.
Short months passed and Paul died.
I went to the EV (Evangel Press) to
talk with John and he asked where our
plot would be. I told him. Our plot was
to be right next to the Zerchers. He lit
up with anticipation. "Just think. Here
we worship and work together. Our
children play and grow up together
and we'll be resurrected and go up to
meet Him together. Isn't that
beautiful!!!"
John's theology was never etherial
nor whimsical. It walked resolutely
and grandly in the muddy paths of
daily human life. When I heard of his
death, I could almost hear his happy
laughter, his triumphant singing and
his confident voice say, "We'll meet a
little later—our families together. Isn't
it beautiful!"
Betty J. Rosentrater

churchman
teacher
family man
editor
participator
man of prayer
servant
community leader
friend
Evangelical Visitor

Something there was that spoke of oak,
of calluses and law:
A judgment borrowed from the plain,
A vision broader than its sky;
A willingness to speak his mind
But not without restraint
Lest he preempt collegial thought
Essential to the truth;
A restless, energetic mien,
Intent to press each hour
For its full yield in praise of God;
A church and family man
Endowed with common sense;
A writer of the cogent phrase—
Thoughtful, warm, prophetic.
Something there was of a pause in sense . . .
a life cut off in ellipsis.
—Ray M. Zercher
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Chatting with friends in
characteristic stance.
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From Kitchener, Ontario
W e are deeply saddened by the sudden and untimely passing of
Brother Z e r c h e r .

T h e church has lost one of its valued

leaders.

N i a g a r a Christian College w i l l sorely miss Brother Zercher's keen
interest and support coupled w i t h his advice and w i s d o m demonstrated
during m a n y of our board

sessions.

M a y God sustain and comfort y o u , in these days of sorrow and sadness .
The NCC Board of T r u s t e e s
A l v i n S t e c k l e y , Chairman
Glenna W e s t , Secretary

From Fort Erie, Ontario
The Board of Schools and Colleges extends to you our deepest
sympathies in this hour of unexpected g r i e f .

Our prayers are with y o u

as w e p a u s e to remember the gift God gave to you and our beloved
Brethren in Christ Church in the person of h u s b a n d , father and c o u n s e l l o r ,
Brother J o h n .

W e sorrow in our m u t u a l loss but rejoice in his coro-

nation.
Sincerely,
W a y n e S c h i e d e l , Secretary
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From the Dean's Office

I find it very difficult to comprehend
that John will not be here this fall for
the Board meeting or for the Ministerial Training Committee meeting.
A beautiful memory I have of John
is the last time we were together. The
occasion was the footwashing and communion service at the close of the
seminarians' retreat. It was a deeply
meaningful evening and I remember so
vividly talking with John afterwards
about the tremendous potential shown
by the seminarians at that retreat.
I think of all the activities in which
he and I shared, the Ministerial Training Committee was one of the committees he loved most dearly. He seemed
to come alive when talking about
training the ministry for the Brethren
in Christ Church. I think of important
times when John chaired our Academic Affairs Committee of the Board.
He always handled those situations
with tact and with strength.
With deepest sympathy,
H. David Brandt
Messiah College
Grantham, PA

From a New Pastor

. . . I met him for the first time this
past July at the seminarian's retreat
which was a doctrinal conference.
At the conference, John read a paper
entitled "The Message of the Brethren
in Christ." Near the session's end, I
asked John for a "cut" of the Brethren
in Christ denominational symbol for
use in a promotional brochure. During
the course of our conversation he said,
"Brother Morris, welcome to the Brethren in Christ Church and I'm looking
forward to a long association with
you." That "long association" will be
fulfilled, although for the time being
the Lord has seen fit to delay it. . . .
Richard M. Morris
Mt. Rock Congregation
Shippensburg, Pa.

From Lusaka, Africa
—a Telegram

Loving thoughts and prayers surround you in this unexpected loss. We
remember John as God's man for the
pen and a friend of missions. May you
see God's love through your tears. He
is able.
The Zambia Mission family

From a Former Neighbor

. . . We, as did so many others, had
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the utmost respect and admiration for
John and his family. I know he served
as an inspiration to a lot of people.
That, along with his many contributions to Nappanee, will be sorely missed.
He has left quite a legacy in you and
the boys and I'm sure you will continue
in John's footsteps. . . .
Most sincerely
Harold and Peg Hoffer

From a Former Associate

. .. We hasten to convey to you and
to your family our deep sympathy in
the loss which you have been called
upon to bear.
My personal associations with John
while he worked with us on the Millersville campus stamp him as a man of
principle, of unimpeachable integrity,
thoroughly competent, fearless in defending and promoting what he saw to
be right. He was a tower of strength to
me.
You are much in our prayers.
Sincerely,
Luke and Edna Biemesderfer
Millersville, Pa.

From Japan

Rev. and Mrs. Henry Hostetter
Mrs. Alice Grace Zercher & family
We just received word from the
Zooks that John passed away so suddenly. That was a real shock to all of
us. As your brothers and sisters in the
Lord Jesus, our national church and
mission here in Japan send you heartfelt sympathy and deep supporting
love at a difficult time like this.
Many of the believers are Englishreading folk and a good number are
reading the Visitor. More than once,
these well written, thought-provoking
editorials served as a base for discussions and development among us.
John served his family, the church,
and community, . . . well . . . and I
believe Romans 14:8 is a verse that fits
him just right:
"For none of us lives to himself
alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If we live, we live to
the Lord; and if we die, we die to
the Lord. So, whether we live or
die, we belong to the Lord."
May the God of all comfort and
peace be yours today and always.
Your brothers and sisters in Japan,
Hiroteshi Hashimoto, Pastor of
Koganei Church
John W. Graybill, Supt. of Brethren
in Christ Mission in Japan

From a College President

. . . John was one of my most
esteemed friends and colleagues. He
combined more gifts and virtues than
almost any other person I have ever
known. His deep integrity was a source
of constant challenge; his strong Christian commitment was a worthy example; his clarity of thought was always
stimulating; his capacity for self expression was seldom equalled.
In discharging his many responsibilities he exhibited the priceless gift of
taking his work very seriously while
never taking himself too seriously. . . .
In Christian love,
Dan and Joyce Chamberlain
Houghton College
Houghton, NY

From a Missionary Churchman

. . . Mrs. Geiger and I want to
express to you our heartfelt sympathy,
and assure you of our prayers. I have
always regarded John as a man of
unusual integrity and spiritual insight.
I receive regularly your denominational
periodical which I find joy in reading. I
have always paid special attention to
your husband's editorials.
The Missionary Church feels that
we have lost a friend as well. He was
always cooperative, and assisted us
greatly in our publishing ventures.
Sincerely,
Kenneth E. Geiger, President

From the Mennonite Board of
Congregational Ministries

. . . One thing I want to mention in
this letter was the terrific spirit of love
and acceptance which he showed as he
worked with the Mennonite Church,
the General Conference Mennonite
Church, the Church of the Brethren,
and the Mennonite Brethren. For me,
your husband led the way showing
trust and goodwill, open and loyal
about his own commitment to the
Brethren in Christ Church, yet so
ready to accept and to learn from others. His gifts and skills, matched with
his beautiful spirit, made those moments
working with John precious indeed. I
am thankful to the Lord for every
rememberance of John and for his life
and witness.
Sincerely in Christ,
David Helmuth
Associate Secretary

From the Mennonite World
Conference

We were shocked and saddened by
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the news of the death of our brother
John Zercher. It seems tragic that he
should come to such an abrupt end
when his life gave promise of continued fruitfulness and significance.
It is all too true that in these days we
have too few leaders who speak loudly
and clearly as churchmen with an
authentic voice. John was one of those
who did just that.
He will be missed throughout the
Mennonite fellowship as well as in
your own Brethren in Christ circles.
We thank God for his life of dedicated service, for his commitment to
the truth and his courage in expressing
his convictions.
Sincerely,
Paul N. Kraybill
Executive Secretary
To Our Friends,
Thank you for your expressions of
sympathy. It is impossible to personally acknowledge the many cards and
letters we have received. Your words
of tribute lighten our hearts, your concern for us lifts the burden of loneliness, and your prayers are carrying us
through the dark hours.
The assurance of eternal life in Jesus
Christ gives us joy and hope.
The John Zercher family

Obituary

John E. Zercher
1916-1979

John E. Zercher, 63, was born,
August 13, 1916, near Abilene, Kansas, and died, August 24, 1979, at
Nappanee, Indiana. His death was
caused by massive cardiac arrest.
He is survived by his wife, Alice
Grace; four sons: Gene, Nappanee;
Dr. Richard, Dayton, Ohio; Charles
and David, both students at Messiah
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College; one grandson, John Charles;
and a brother, Harold Zercher. A son,
Daryl, preceded him in death.
He was a graduate of Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania, Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, and Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey.
John's life was characterized by an
unfailing loyality to the church he
loved. His service to the church began
as pastor of the Pequea congregation
in Pennsylvania for six years, 1952 to
1958. In 1958 he moved with his family
to Nappanee, Indiana where he served
first as Publishing Agent and Manager
of Evangel Press for 9 years, 1958 to
1967; and later as Editor of the Evangelical Visitor and as Editor-in-Chief
of Brethren in Christ publications for
12 years, from 1967 until the time of
his death.
At the time of his death he was
chairman of the Board for Schools and
Colleges; secretary of the Messiah College Board of Trustees; chairman of
the Committee on Ministerial Training; secretary of the Jacob Engle Foundation; and Brethren in Christ editor for
The Foundation Series. Previously, he
served on the Board of Administration
as Denominational Treasurer and on
the Commission on Stewardship and
Finance.
A service commemorating John's
life and service was held at the Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church on
Monday, August 24 with his pastor,
Rev. Jay McDermond directing the
service and Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, General Conference Secretary,
bringing the message. Other participants in the service were Bishop David
E. Climenhaga and Rev. Erwin W.
Thomas. Tributes were read from Bishop
Alvin Book, General Conference Moderator and Chairman of the Board of
Bishops; Bishop David Climenhaga
for the Central Conference; Isaiah
Harley for the Publication Board; Dr.
D. Ray Hostetter for Messiah College;
Ray Musser for the Jacob Engle Foundation; and Paul Lederach for Mennonite Publishing House and The Foundation Series.
A memorial fund has been established to support the training of ministers for the Brethren in Christ church.
Memorial contributions may be sent
to: Committee on Ministerial Training, Alden M. Long, Secretary, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027.
They should be identified as a contribution in memory of John E. Zercher.

to Daybreak
Mary Ebersole
On several occasions, I heard John
Zercher tell this story from his Kansas
boyhood:
"I grew up on a Kansas farm in the
days before electricity had reached the
rural areas.
On a winter's morning my father
and I would rise while it was yet dark.
We would light a kerosene lantern and
by its light find our way to the barn.
Hanging the lantern on a hook in the
barn we would proceed with the feeding of the cows and horses.
When wefinished this task we would
take the lantern from the hook and
carry it to the milking stable where
again we would hang it from a nail or
wire and proceed with the morning
milking.
As we went about our task, we were
unaware that in the east a faint light
began to appear along the horizon and
this continued to brighten until a huge
red ball would appear. Concentrating
on our work we were hardly aware of
the dawn and the arrival of the day. All
the while hanging there from the nail
was the lantern. Its yellow flame now
scarcely visible in the brillance of the
daylight. The lantern which was adequate, although limited, in the dark
was no longer needed in the day."
As he told the story, John Zercher's
gestures and facial expressions amplified its meaning. The set of his jaw, the
slight squint of his eyes, the firm tones
of his voice reflected the earnestness
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with which he had set about the farm
chores. Then, as he described the stealthy
arrival of daylight, his stance shifted.
His hands thrust upward, his gaze
lifted to a distant horizon where he
pictured imaginary daylight breaking.
With characteristic well-turned phrases, he drew this analogy from the lantern incident:
"The Old Testament valid and adequate for its day has now been superseded by the Son."
I believe another analogy applies.
John Zercher has lived and worked
among us with the earnestness and
commitment of one who is about his
Father's business. By lantern light, he
has expressed and explained the call of
Christ and the call of the church as he
perceived them. By lantern light, those
who were near him watched him live
out the principles about which he
wrote and taught.
Suddenly, John Zercher's gaze has
lifted beyond the circle of lantern light
to the breaking of a new day. In the
brilliance of the daylight, he is partaking fully of the mysteries he so often
explored.
The apostle Paul once drew a similar analogy:
"For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I know
even as also lam known." I Cor. 13:12.
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John Zercher
and Missions
J. Wilmer Heisey
Preaching the Good News throughout the world was a part of the Gospel
that had high priority in John Zercher's
heart. From his birthplace in Kansas,
where the passion for overseas missions developed, he inhaled the spirit
of missions. When he dated his wifeto-be, Alice Grace Hostetter, he was at
the nerve center of overseas missions,
since the office of the Foreign Missions Board was then in the Hostetter
home. When the Board of Administration appointed a "merger committee"
out of which the Board for Missions
was formed, John Zercher was named
to that committee and served as its
chairman from 1962-64.
John Zercher never had the experience of being an assigned "missionary." But, when John and Alice Grace
visited the Africa fields (Zambia and
Rhodesia) in 1973, he was in his element. From his visits with missionaries and his contacts with the African
church at the time of the 75th Anniversary celebration at Matopo Mission,
John's heart and mind responded with
new visions and new dreams. His subsequent writings in the Evangelical
Visitor reflected those new dreams.
The idea of an International Fellowship of the Brethren in Christ was one
of John Zercher's ideas. As he could
do so well, he put structure and form
to his ideas. This idea was realized at
the 200th Anniversary General Conference. At the first international meeting, held immediately after that Conference, July 6-7, 1978, John was a
participant (see September 10 Visitor).
He had the unique privilege of telling
the story of the Pilgrimmage of the
Brethren in Christ to that group of
people assembled from all the overseas
fellowship except Cuba.
The missionaries who knew him had
no doubts that John Zercher supported
them and their work. Representatives
of the young international churches
discovered that in the editor of the
Evangelical Visitor they had a friend
and an encouraging brother. For example, they appreciated John's efforts

to make the Visitor available overseas
by Air Mail so that the news reached
its destination quickly.
John Zercher had confidence that
the Lord is working out his plan in the
building of the Kingdom. He had no
illusions about the Brethren in Christ
having a special corner in the Kingdom. But, John knew that the Spirit
has worked, is working and will work
through us to share the Good News
across the world in our missions outreach. In his love for truth, John, as
editor for the entire brotherhood, did
everything he could to "Let the Wind
Blow."*
*"Let the Wind Blow" was the title of John
Zercher's General Conference sermon in 1971.
J. Wilmer Heisey, a long-time personalfriend
of John Zercher, served with him in various
capacities within the Brethren in Christ Church.
The author now serves as Executive Secretary of
Brethren in Christ Missions.

From Rhodesia

Good Words

One of John Zercher's delights was
to see the development of a companion
periodical to the Evangelical Visitor in
the Rhodesia Brethren in Christ Church.
John took personal interest in AM AZWI
A M A H LE (Good Words) which arrived
on his desk monthly. On occasion he
drew material from the pages of this
magazine. To a close friend he said, "I
am glad to draw material from Good
Words. I'd be proud if Good Words
would sometime find something in the
Visitor that they would want to reprint
in their paper."
While John is not best known as a
musician, those who worshipped with
him will never forget the gusto with
which he sang in worship. The article
on page 14 from Good Words would
have delighted him.
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Here are some thoughts from
the editorial staffof Good Words,
headed by Nellie Mlotshwa,
Editor:

You Have a
Part in It
Editorial

Any Possible Pleasure in Singing?
Certainly!
S. Mlotshwa
In the Bible there are songs which sion, e.g. Christmas songs, Easter songs,
Wedding songs, Funeral songs and
King David wrote in the book of
Psalms and used to praise God. This Inspirational songs should be sung at
book has altogether one hundred and their seasons. It would be illogical, for
fifty songs. They are complete ser- instance, to sing, "Christ the Lord is
mons. It is very unfortunate that there Risen Today" to celebrate Christmas
is no music written down in the Bible or to sing "Joy to the World" to celefor these songs. King Solomon had brate the death and resurrection of
eight chapters in his book, Song of Christ.
Solomon. These were love songs.
All organized churches should establish
The songs and choruses sung in the church choirs. This is very important.
church worship services should be chosen A choir master should be good at
by the Pastor and his song-leader. If music. He should give help and direcpossible they should agree with the tion to his choir. The choir members
message of the day. Choruses must be must be willing to co-operate with
meaningful. Avoid as much as possible him. Since singing is an art, the choir
choruses which do not seem praise- must be taught to be artistic. The choir
worthy. Instrumental music should be must look at their director when giving
included where possible. Congregational any piece of music. They must look at
singing should be enjoyed by everyone their director for any change of exall the time. The church music should pressions. Mouths should be well
be sung spiritually. Singers should opened, voices well blended and
show happy facial expressions. Church balanced.
singing should always be directed by
In conclusion, whether congregationthe song-leader with his hands raised al, inspirational or choir, singing should
high enough for the whole congrega- be used with full idea that the pertion to see and follow his beatings. He formers are doing so to the glory of the
should have a strong voice and must Almighty God. Listening carefully to
avoid shouting. He should encourage some songs, one gets a complete serthe congregation to sing sweetly and mon. May the good church music be
heartily.
fully blessed by God.
In choosing the songs for worship
S. Mlotshwa
services, the pastor and his song-leader
should be seasonal. That is, they should Reprinted from Amazwi Amahle, page 5, Sepchoose songs which will suit the occa- tember 1979 issue.
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When you get a magazine, you skim
through it before settling down to read
it thoroughly. You may say, "There is
nothing here." This does not mean that
the pages are blank but that the news is
not interesting to you. This bothers the
Editor of such a paper. If what she
calls good news is termed trash by
some of her readers then she has a
problem in her hands.
The Editor of Good Words has such
a problem. Many people complain
that they do not get much from the
paper. They are justified to complain if
they are not satisfied because it is their
paper and they pay for it. They deserve
their money's worth. However, they
must be fair to the Editor and must be
prepared to help to make the paper
interesting.
The Editor can only know what you
want to read in the paper if you tell her.
Give her your ideas. Respond to questionnaires. Submit your articles for
publication in time. Don't force the
Editor to have to chase you for news.
Give it to her. For every bad thing in
an issue find a good one to offset the
criticism. Praise a little more and criticize a little less because the Editor is
just a human being like you. She
responds to praise better than to
criticism.
In this day and age, Christian Literature plays an important role in many
people's lives. Let us take it as a challenge to make our paper real Good
Words.

Reprinted from the September, 1979 issue of
Good Words.
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Editorial

Suddenly!
John Zercher's ministry was expressed through the
audible and the written. For reasons known only to the
Creator Himself, the audible became silent and his pen no
longer scribed as of 9:15 a.m. Friday, August 24. His
passing came totally unexpected just prior to a seminar
that convened at the Nappanee Church. His manuscript to
introduce the considerations of the day was later discovered in his brief case.
His writings were singular. His pen was the pen of a
ready writer, moved by a thought pattern that was both
penetrating and stimulating. This writer knows of no one
who will duplicate John's pen. Men are singular in their
ministries, be it speaking or writing. We are confident God
has His man to take over when necessary arrangements can
be consumated. "God buries His workman but the work
must go on."
We thank God for the years that John Zercher shared his
ministry with our Brotherhood. He served as Pastor of the
Pequea congregation near Lancaster, Pennsylvania from
1952 to the fall of 1958. Since then he was deeply involved
in publishing and editorial work for the Brethren in Christ
Church and a wide circle of fellow Christians in the faith.
A secret of John's effective service was his willingness to
extend himself. As a devoted Christian an opportunity for
Christian service met with a ready response. His service to
and for Christ was expressed readily whether it be through
a local service club in Nappanee, the local congregation, or
the wider interests of our Brotherhood.
Christian liberality with one's self and service rates in the
class of par excellence. Hoarding of gifts and talents for
self-aggrandizement was not John's way of life. A Christian disposition to extend one's self has difficulty being
negative when opportunity comes.
John will be remembered as a loyal churchman. His
interest were centered in the causes of our Brotherhood.
Inter-denominationally he was at ease and moved with
grace and effectiveness. I believe it is proper to say he was
not a para-churchman. Few comments were heard about
prominent radio and TV personalities. His was an in-depth
concept of the importance of spiritual life and vitality as
derived from being a part of a local congregation. Tithes
and offerings, gifts and talents belonged first and foremost
to the Brotherhood.
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His strength as a churchman, probably next to editorial
work, was his deep concern and support for a trained
ministry. I was pleased to hear comments from a young
minister who shared in Renewal '79 this summer. A portion of that time was given to Seminarians in training. This
young man spoke of the tremendous impact he felt from
John Zercher's presentation.
It was indeed a traumatic experience to open the files in
an effort to discover where details stood surrounding the
ministry of the Evangelical Visitor. While some memories
of editorial work of yester-year came to mind, to discover
where the next issue of the Evangelical Visitor was in
process, was the question.
My queries were soon answered and the immediate status of the September 10 issue of the Evangelical Visitor fell
into place. Unfinished was the editorial page. We readily
agreed that the Publication Board chairman, Isaiah Harley, should place in writing the facts of John's passing, a
word concerning the Memorial service and a tribute from
the Publication Board.
This issue is a Memorial to John E. Zercher's passing.
Brother, Editor, Minister, Servant of the Lord and Churchman, has gone from us! We do and will miss him greatly.
But, the major vacancy is in the home. Alice Grace, Gene
and Paula, their little son, John Charles; Dick, Chuck and
David; Alice Grace's parents, Henry and Beula Hostetter,
are the most affected. Continuing sharp arrows of grief will
only be dulled by the sustaining grace of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
But then, this Memorial editorial shall not conclude on
so somber a note. Why does the Psalmist say: "Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints:" or the
Apostle Paul give the comforting and triumphant word:
"Absent from the body, present with the Lord?" Now,
John simply awaits the day when the crown of righteousness will be given to him and not to him only but
"II
Tim. 4:8.
John: by the grace of God, a host of readers of the
Evangelical Visitor say, "we're coming too!
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10, 1973,

The Black Horse
Is on the Way
Revelation

6:5, 6

For many, the "Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse" fit into a
prophetic time schedule. Without denying their eschatalogical
significance, we select this graphic imagery from the Revelation
to remind us all that hunger — The Black Horse — stalks the
world not at some future time but in the present.
No one is starving (yet) in the areas of Zambia and Rhodesia to
which our recent visit took us. But we were told that last year's
crops were short and unless rains come early and in sufficient
quantity there will be much hardship. Local newspapers carried
accounts of overgrazing and depleted herds. The future does not
look hopeful.
Our visit to Africa reminded us that most of the peoples of our
world live on the border line of hunger and for many this line has
been crossed. A news release from Bihar, India, which came to
my desk this morning describes the need there as "extremely
urgent." Recent floods in Pakistan result in crops being destroyed. How ironical that too little rain in one area or too much in
another results in a shortage of grain and an increase in hunger.
The extended drought in the countries south of the Sahara has
taken its toll of crops and grass until the people of the nations of
Niger, Chad, Mali, Upper Volta, Mauritanea, and Sengal are on
the verge of mass starvation.
Now while this is taking place industrial nations are increasing
their demand for and consumption of feed. Surpluses once available for areas and times of need are non-existent. The news
release from Bihar, earlier referred to, points out that what makes
the crisis so grave is that "government just does not seem to have
food available." People cannot eat money. They must have food.
Medical advances and miracle drugs have decreased the mortality rate. The population is increasing at an unprecedented
pace. Even if one discounts substantially the forecasts of population prophets it appears inevitable that a world-wide crisis of
hunger is at hand.
To us in United States and Canada this will initially be
reflected in higher prices for food and some adjustments in our
menus. In much of the world it will be reflected in hollow eyes,
listless faces, swollen stomachs, retarded minds, and wasted
corpses. (Perhaps this awareness should temper a bit our statements about the high cost of food.)
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Christians dare not escape their responsibility in the face of a
crisis of hunger by turning to an eschatalogical fatalism or by the
overwhelming size of the task. Compassion calls upon us to do
what we can. What can we do?
We can begin by bringing our own standard of living more in
line with the realities of the world situation. Most of us will be
tempted, and may well be able, to adjust our food budgets in
order to maintain our past standard of eating. Is it not a moral
issue that the problem for us in America is that of overeating
while many live at a subsistence level? Perhaps it is time to make
overeating a spiritual matter as well as a matter of health!
In a congregation I know it was decided to support the M C C
meat canning project by giving monies saved by means of sacrificial meals rather than using tithe monies. A week was designated
for families to save out of their food budget for support of the
M C C project.
The idea caught on—especially among the children. The fact of
hunger was highlighted at the family level. The funds contributed
were beyond expectations—many times the amount traditionally
given out of congregational funds. No one suffered nor went very
hungry.
This isolated incident illustrates what can be done. Now when
this concern becomes more than a special effort but a pattern of
life there will be those who will live instead of die. Both money
and food will be saved.
Second, we need to support a Christian ministry of helping
people to increase their own food supply. Is this ministry not as
necessary, as consistent, and as Christian as the ministry of
healing? There are those presently in training whose interest and
preparation is to assist people and nations in increasing the
productivity of their land in order to feed themselves. "May their
tribe increase!"
Is there not something inconsistent about our ministry which
emphasizes the saving of life at one stage while making no effort
to sustain that life at another critical stage?
Brethren in Christ roots are in the good earth. This is said in
spite of the fact that we are joining the movement from the farm
to the factories and offices. What the farms were to our fathers
the kitchens were to our mothers. These are twin heritages which
I believe God and the church could greatly use as we see The
Black Horse and rider in the distance. What men can do in
increasing productivity women can support in the area of nutrition. What doctors and nurses do in combating disease a new
ministry can arise in combating hunger and malnutrition.
The parable of Dives and Lazarus is familiar. Often we find the
main emphasis of the parable in the irrevocable destiny of Dives
rather than in what, according to Jesus, was the cause of that
destiny. Selfishness and lack of compassion were the factors,
according to the account, which were determinative.
This parable of Dives feasting and Lazarus hoping for the
leftovers takes on frightening relevance. If compassion does not
move us, how about the prospect of judgment?
Z
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